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Abstract

Recently, due to the influence of global climate change, the situation of Arctic
environment becomes worsen comparing to other regions.  Scientists also predicts that
the Arctic region will face ice-free situation in a very near future. Once the rapid
melting of Arctic ice has reached to the degree that vessels can navigate freely in this
region, coastal States will go deep into the Arctic sea massively and contend for
resources therein. Particularly, commercial fisheries will be highly likely to be operated
in this region when ice-free situation exists. To this end, this study aims to understand
current status quo and governance regime in the Arctic region, and analyze the
development and future perspectives on the management and utilization of high seas
fisheries in this region. This study finds that the Arctic Council, a soft law- based
organization, governs the Arctic region. As regards to high seas fisheries management,
regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) has become the primary
management mechanism. In relation to the Arctic high seas fisheries management,
recently a decision that fishing on the high seas in the center of the Arctic Sea will be
prohibited unless there is sufficient scientific information or a RFMO is in place. In
other words, the development of the Arctic high seas fisheries management, which a
RFMO is still needed, is not deviated from the current regime of high seas fisheries

management under international fisheries legal regime.
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