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Abstract

The protracted conflict in the South China Sea is an issue that has no end to
discuss. The main subject of this research is in the field of International Law of the
Sea, but the problems in the South China Sea will seem very rigid if only seen from a
legal perspective. Political and economic points of view are also important factors to
understand because these three factors are interrelated. This paper shows qualitatively
that each claimant state has its reasons and perspectives for determining claims in the
area. At least there are three main bases for each country in deciding claims. The first
is the International Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Then the second is the reason for
sovereignty related to the nation's history. The third is the economic factor, where
each claiming state often disguises this factor. The economic interest is not stated

explicitly but can be recognized by analysis and data related to the area it claims.
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